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Let’s get a bit of historical perspective ... Many readers 
will remember how much fun it was to muck around 
in the back seat of the car, play ‘corners’ and jump 
into the back section of a wagon when mum was 
distracted. Our family car in the 1970s didn’t even 

have adult seatbelts in the back seat…

parents would not be able to comply with 
them as their child would be too heavy for 
the various seats currently on the market. 
That bears repeating: as things stand, we 
will get new laws that are inferior to those 
of the European Union, Canada and much 
of the USA, yet many parents will not be 
able to buy a product that fulfi ls their legal 
obligations. So how did we get into such a 
mess on this?

Let’s get a bit of historical perspective 
before we get too hot under the collar about 
the current situation. Many readers will 
remember how much fun it was to muck 
around in the back seat of the car, play 
‘corners’ and jump into the back section 
of a wagon when mum was distracted. 
Our family car in the 1970s didn’t even 
have adult seatbelts in the back seat and 
I can clearly remember my younger sister 
cooing away in her bassinette, simply 
plonked down on the seat between her 
older siblings. So things have defi nitely 
changed for the better. 

Despite our archaic laws, Australian 
parents have very high rates of using child 
restraints in cars – about 92 per cent, 
according to one recent study. However, 
the same research shows that we don’t 
use restraints properly or for long enough. 

Dr Yvonne Zurynski and colleagues at 
the Australian Paediatric Surveillance Unit 
(APSU) suggest that if we get it right, as 
many as three-quarters of child deaths in 
car accidents might be preventable. That is 
a research result that should shock a nation 
out of complacency, but it received less 

media attention than the usual ‘a glass of 
wine a day is now bad for you’ research 
story that plagues our popular press.

Following Sydney’s Child’s recent 
items on this issue, we received a lot of 
correspondence from frustrated parents 
about how exactly one does ‘get it right’. 

Apart from the bewildering array of devices 
available, there is a confusing range of 
directions – some based on age, some on 
weight and some on height. Before we look 
at specifi c concerns, a quick review of the 
science of car safety might help to clarify 
what we are aiming for. It is worthwhile 

noting here that we will never achieve 
the optimal level of safety, because we 
will always want to compromise to some 
extent to allow for passenger comfort and 
convenience. For example, it would be 
safest for all passenger seats to face the 
rear of the car, and for us to don fi resuits 

and crash helmets prior to setting off to the 
local shops. Most of us would see this as 
overkill. Similarly, if we halved the speed 
limits, we would signifi cantly reduce the 
annual road toll, but this would somewhat 
defeat the object of the car as an effi cient 
transportation device. So, as a community 

we do accept a certain degree of risk with 
regard to cars. What is bewildering is why 
we have, for decades, accepted a relatively 
higher degree of risk for child occupants 
of cars than we have for adults.

Cars continue to be built primarily 
with adult safety in mind. Manufacturers 
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SIMPLE
RENTALS
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For more information

rental@allans.com.au
Ph: 1800allans

Allans Music instrument rental 
offers a great way for your child to 
start playing.

• Apply to buy the instrument at any time
• Conveniently arrange to rent at your local 
Allans Music store.
• Quick & easy applications.

Plus choose from top brand  
Violins and Cellos

Trumpet - Trombone - Flute
Sax - Clarinet - Piccolo - Cornet

Keyboard - Acoustic Piano

Select from quality

228 Pitt St, Sydney 
108 Botany Rd, Alexandria
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