parents would not be able to comply with
them as their child would be too heavy for
the various seats currently on the market.
That bears repeating: as things stand, we
will get new laws that are inferior to those
of the European Union, Canada and much
of the USA, yet many parents will not be
able to buy a product that fulfils their legal
obligations. So how did we get into such a
mess on this?

Let’s get a bit of historical perspective
before we get too hot under the collar about
the current situation. Many readers will
remember how much fun it was to muck
around in the back seat of the car, play
‘corners’ and jump into the back section
of a wagon when mum was distracted.
Our family car in the 1970s didn’t even
have adult seatbelts in the back seat and
I can clearly remember my younger sister
cooing away in her bassinette, simply
plonked down on the seat between her
older siblings. So things have definitely
changed for the better.

Despite our archaic laws, Australian
parents have very high rates of using child
restraints in cars — about 92 per cent,
according to one recent study. However,
the same research shows that we don’t
use restraints properly or for long enough.

Dr Yvonne Zurynski and colleagues at
the Australian Paediatric Surveillance Unit
(APSU) suggest that if we get it right, as
many as three-quarters of child deaths in
car accidents might be preventable. That is
a research result that should shock a nation
out of complacency, but it received less

Let’s get a bit of historical perspective ... Many readers
will remmember how much fun it was to muck around

Apart from the bewildering array of devices
available, there is a confusing range of
directions — some based on age, some on
weight and some on height. Before we look
at specific concerns, a quick review of the
science of car safety might help to clarify
what we are aiming for. It is worthwhile

in the back seat of the car, play ‘corners’” and jump
info the back section of a wagon when mum was
distracted. Our family car in the 1970s didn’t even

have adult seatbelts in the back seat...

media attention than the usual ‘a glass of
wine a day is now bad for you’ research
story that plagues our popular press.
Following Sydney’s Child’s
items on this issue, we received a lot of
correspondence from frustrated parents
about how exactly one does ‘get it right’.

recent

noting here that we will never achieve
the optimal level of safety, because we
will always want to compromise to some
extent to allow for passenger comfort and
convenience. For example, it would be
safest for all passenger seats to face the
rear of the car, and for us to don firesuits

and crash helmets prior to setting off to the
local shops. Most of us would see this as
overkill. Similarly, if we halved the speed
limits, we would significantly reduce the
annual road toll, but this would somewhat
defeat the object of the car as an efficient
transportation device. So, as a community

we do accept a certain degree of risk with
regard to cars. What is bewildering is why
we have, for decades, accepted a relatively
higher degree of risk for child occupants
of cars than we have for adults.

Cars continue to be built primarily
with adult safety in mind. Manufacturers

UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL

BRAIN

e helps overcome dyslexia
e develops co-ordination
e enhances creativity
e builds confidence
e integrates left/right brain
e improves concentration

Toddler to Teen Support Centre, 378 Forest Road, Bexley
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* Brain Gym Courses * Individual Sessions * Staff Inservice

$10/07

Ph 9597 6077

Lucette Boyd R.N.; M.Ed.; Dip Teach AMI; EDU-K Instructor

t-2-t@optusnet.com.au

between the months of May and December 2008.
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ATTENTION PARENTS
Are your children and family portraits up to date?

You may have been meaning to have some portraits taken and have not got around to it.
You could qualify to RECEIVE $320 worth of goods and services FREE

We are showcasing an exciting style of photography by producing a series of beautiful hand
crafted books and we need your help. The series will represent Sydney families and their
children in six titles:— Brothers and Sisters, Twins, Newborns, Families, Boys, Girls.

We are giving away 100 FREE Portrait Sittings valued at $195 each. Participants will
also receive a $145 Credit Voucher to spend on your favorite photos.

To become part of this exciting series of books simply call 9659 0311 to register. We
will allocate your FREE Sitting and arrange your CREDIT voucher. This sitting will be taken
We thank you and look forward to capturing those moments that will last forever.

This opportunity is limited to the first 100 Sittings only
CALL 9659 0311 NOW

Largest Baby Equipment Hire
Company in Australia

Trained and Accredited
Restraint Fitters

Long and Short Term Hires
50 Branches Australia-wide

www.hireforbaby.com

Eastern Suburbs....... 9300 9098
Inner West................ 9708 1425
Lower Nth Shore......9938 6453
Ryde & Syd West......9807 2434

St.George........uueeeee. 9785 6555
Sutherland Shire........ 9525 5626
Hornsby.....ccccccceee. 8004 5413

Huge range

at affordable prices

Sydneys &= Child.

Does your child
do music exams? - =
THEN YOU NEED THIS BOOK!

How To BLITZ! General Knowledge

The sure way to Blitz music exams

I % Available from your music retailer

www.blitzhooks.com.au
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* Pre-school learn to read

and struggling reader)

Call now for a free assessment

1300 364 271

LiteracyCircle are the Australian literacy specialists.

* Primary school reading (beginner, emergent

* Primary school writing (creative, grammar, etc)

S08/08

e Brookvale ¢ Chatswood ¢ Maroubra ¢ Nth Bondi « St Ives

¢ The Hills « Charmhaven ¢ Erina « www.literacycircle.com.au

SIMPLE

INSTRUMENT

RENTALS

Allans Music instrument rental
offers a great way for your child to
start playing.
Select from quality
Trumpet - Trombone - Flute
Sax - Clarinet - Piccolo - Cornet
Keyboard - Acoustic Piano
Plus choose from top brand

Violins and Cellos
* Apply to buy the instrument at any time
« Conveniently arrange to rent at your local
Allans Music store.
* Quick & easy applications.

For more information

Ph: 1800allans

rental@allans.com.au

228 Pitt St, Sydney
108 Botany Rd, Alexandria

AllansMusic Education
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